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PCC Mission Statement
The Prescott Chamber of Commerce 
promotes its members by enhancing the 
overall business environment of Prescott.

www.prescott.org

Educating the Voters
 On November 3rd, voters in the Prescott Unified School District will decide 
whether or not to approve a modest bond/override package that, if passed, will not 
increase the current property tax level.  Your “yes” votes will go a long way toward 
defining the future of the school district.  Also on the ballot will be two questions 
which, if passed, will allow the District to sell or lease the two schools (Washington 
and Miller Valley) that were closed this year to more efficiently manage the students 
in the district.  

 The Prescott Chamber is one of several groups and organizations supporting 
the new bond/override  package and filed the following letter for the voters’ 
information guide:

 If the roof of your home begins to leak, you get it fixed, don’t you?  If the car 
you drive is quite old and in the repair shop on a regular basis, you eventually 
buy a new car, don’t you?  Our schools have similar problems, but don’t have the 
necessary funds to repair or replace all of their building and transportation needs.  

 In determining what the critical needs are, school officials turned to the 
community several months ago to come up with a plan that addresses the needs in 
a cost-effective, yet meaningful way.  The Prescott Chamber was one of the groups 
invited to participate in these meetings last April and May.  The group as a whole 
weighed needs versus wants and supported a small amount of critical items that 
could be sent to the voters this November with NO increased impact on the current 
level of property taxes.

 November’s election is a critical opportunity to show our support for the 
Prescott Unified School District by providing necessary funding for many of 
the important needs facing our schools today!  Our students deserve a quality 
educational environment!

 Just like Prescott voters did in this year’s primary election, discerning voters 
acknowledged the need for streets and roads and voted to support the proposed 
1% tax levy because it represented no increase in sales tax.  That same approach 
is important to understand for the Nov. election.  PUSD will receive a number 
of capital improvements and teacher support with no increase in the current 
property tax levy.  It’s a true win-win opportunity for our education system and our 
community.

2nd Annual Healthy Prescott Business Awards 
Looking for Nominees

 The Prescott Chamber is once again looking for the “best of the best” among 
Prescott area businesses.  The Healthy Prescott Business Awards were created 
last year to recognize local businesses that consistently have “weathered the 
storms” and continued to be strong despite the sluggish economy.  There is also 
a category for new companies that are showing potential in their first two years of 
operation and a category for the best companies to work for.  A non-profit category 
has been added this year as well.  

continued on page 3
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 A recent edition of the Phoenix Business Journal caught my eye with 
a cover story on “What People Earn.”  It was actually the opening line 
that drew my attention:  “Despite a push for high-wage jobs, the Phoenix 
market is still dominated by construction, retail and hospitality.”  That quote 
is actually quite timeless.  It just as easily could have been said when I 
lived in Phoenix back in the 1990’s.  Let’s face it—every community in the 
country would like high-wage jobs in their community.  

 In a regional survey repeated now for several years, chamber members 
are asked if they agree or disagree with this statement:  The primary goal 
or purpose of a chamber of commerce is to create a strong local economy.  
Now with more than 5,600 responses to this survey, 66% strongly agree.  If 
it were up to me, I’d add one word to the survey statement.  I would say the 
chamber’s role is to HELP create a strong local economy.  The chamber, 
by itself, couldn’t possibly create it.  Partnerships are critical to make this 
work.  

 One such program is the Greater Prescott Regional Economic 
Partnership.  I’ve written about GPREP’s role in economic development 
before.  It has the tools to promote our area to business prospects.  Yes, 
without doubt, GPREP will be looking for high-wage jobs like everyone 
else, but at least we now have a seat at the table, so to speak.  

 Another promising newcomer to the local economic development 
scene is the Rural Center for Entrepreneurship, a Yavapai College product 
that debuts this month.  This business incubator will hopefully help “grow 
our own” new businesses over time, once again in search of those elusive, 
high-wage jobs.  

 So, where does the Chamber fit in this list of partners?  The ability to 
help create a strong local economy often starts with local government.  
Next month, Prescott’s new mayor and council members will be sworn 
into office.  We followed each candidate through the campaign season 
and believe we have the makings of an 
excellent City Council led by Harry 
Oberg, our new mayor.  In the 
weeks ahead, we’ll be looking 
at the issues facing the 
City and developing our 
work plan for 2016.  I 
expect several city 
issues will deal 
with opportunities 
to create (and 
maintain!) a strong 
local economy.   
As always, we 
look forward to the 
challenges ahead.
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2015 Executive Committee
Steve Walker 
(Yavapai College Foundation) .................. Chairman
Mike Fann (Fann Contracting) ........Chairman-Elect
Joan Gustafson (Quality Plastics) ........... Treasurer
Ed Walsh (Lamb Chevrolet) ............. Past Chairman
Cynthia DeGeorge  
(Gurley Long-Term Care Insurance)...........At-Large
Kimberly Bierschwale  
(Backway’s Physical Therapy) ..................At-Large
Margo Christensen  
(Ponderosa Hotel Management Services) .At-Large

2015 Board of Directors
Doug Arthur ............................. Better Deal Printing 
Alyce Ayers ............................ Habitat for Humanity
Kimberly Bierschwale 
...................................Backway’s Physical Therapy
Andre Carman .......Warnock, MacKinlay & Carman
Margo Christensen 
................. Ponderosa Hotel Management Services
Sanford Cohen 
........................... Arizona’s Hometown Radio Group
Cynthia DeGeorge 
...........................Gurley Long-Term Care Insurance
Mike Fann .................................... Fann Contracting
Joan Gustafson ..............................Quality Plastics
Dava Hoffman ............................Dava & Associates
Matt Holdsworth ..........................Holdsworth & Co.
Matt Meierbachtol ............................................ APS
Kelly Soldwedel .................... Prescott Newspapers
Steve Walker .............. Yavapai College Foundation
Ed Walsh ........................................ Lamb Chevrolet

The Prescott Business Pages 
is a publication of the
Prescott Chamber of Commerce
117 W. Goodwin St. • P. O. Box 1147
Prescott, Arizona 86302-1147
(928) 445-2000 • (800) 266-7534
fax: (928) 445-0068 • www.prescott.org

Chamber Staff – 445-2000
David Maurer, CEO – Ext. 115
Robert Coombs, 
Tourist Information Manager – Ext. 122
Neal Sneller, Membership Director – Ext. 116
Scott & Jill Currey, Special Events – Ext. 112
Laura Warne, Administrative Assistant – Ext. 114
Jacquie Tobin, Membership Services – Ext. 117
Harold Viehweg, Finance Director – Ext. 121
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ExecutiveUpdate

The More Things Change ....

Dave Maurer
CEO
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 The Healthy Prescott Business Award recipients will be announced at the Chamber’s 
Annual Meeting, Thursday, Jan. 28 and are sponsored again this year by Yavapai Regional 
Medical Center.  To nominate a business for one of these awards is quite simple.  Use the 
nomination form in this newsletter or download the form from the Chamber’s website.  
Explain why you are nominating the business or organization, then send the completed 
nomination form to the Chamber.  Suggestions:  your nomination form will be stronger 
if you include a few sentences with specific information about the company you are 
nominating.  There is a 300-word limit for your nominations.  Use the award nomination 
as a way to recognize a company or organization that you do business with on a regular 
basis.  

The categories for the 2016 Healthy Prescott Business Awards are:
Best Locally-owned Business – honoring locally owned and operated companies 

Best Company to Work For – honoring those businesses that have a good working 
environment that stimulates and invigorates their employees

Most Philanthropic Business – honoring those businesses that contribute time, products or 
money to the community

Best New Business – honoring best new businesses (open locally for less than 24 months) 

Best Established Business – honoring businesses that have been operating locally between 24 months and up to twenty 
years 

Best Long-Time Business – honoring best long-time businesses (open in Prescott for a minimum of twenty years) 

Best Non-Profit Organization – honoring the organization that serves a community need, has a positive track record of 
service and is well-respected in the community.  

 There will be two businesses selected in each category based on the number of employees for each company.  The small 
business recipient is for businesses with 1 to 25 employees; large business is 26 or more employees.  Part-time employees are 
counted as one full-time employee for every two part-time employees.  

Nominations must be made no later than Nov. 30 at 5:00 pm.

Small Business Saturday 
Returns for 2015!

 Now in its sixth year, Small Business Saturday is the Saturday after Thanksgiving and is used 
to promote the many small businesses throughout the country and the vital role they play in 
the national economy.  Simply put, it’s the small business response to Black Friday, the day 
after Thanksgiving, which tends to focus on the big, national brand stores.  

 The Prescott Chamber has actively participated in Small Business Saturday (SBS) 
each year and will do so again this November 28.  Plans are being made now for a 
program similar to last year.  A core group of ten local, small businesses agreed to 
participate by coming up with a sales item specifically for SBS.  They are also charged 
with contacting another ten small businesses to expand the list of businesses that will 
be listed on the Chamber website and Facebook page, as well as in a special section 
of the Daily Courier the day before SBS.  Participating businesses may receive some 
SBS promotional items from American Express and any small business can participate 
by advertising in the Courier’s special section.  

 This year, the Prescott Chamber’s SBS efforts will also have a local merchant helping 
to oversee the program and encourage other small businesses.  Ray Sola, owner of Man 
at Leisure in Bashford Court, has been part of previous years’ SBS programs and has had 
success with the program.  By the way, to answer a common question—how small does my 
business have to be to participate in SBS—if you use the federal definition of “small” business, 
you can have up to 100 employees and still be considered “small.”  A second common question is 
“does my business have to be downtown,” and the answer is no, your business can be anywhere in Prescott.  

Watch for more information about SBS in the coming weeks.   Get ready for Small Business Saturday, Nov. 28!

www.prescott.org
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new members
ADVERTISING - MARKETING - 
INTERNET
Ignite Brand Marketing
2001 N Stockton Hill Rd

Kingman, AZ 86401

Phone: 928-727-0140

Website:  
www.ignitebrandmarketing.com

Contact: Liza Noland

We do all sorts of fun things for our 
clients!  Websites, Search Engine 
Optimization, Digital Advertising, 
Remarketing (SEM), Social Media 
Marketing, Community Management, 
Logo Design, Signage, Small and Large 
Format Printing, Tradeshows... but for us 
it isn’t about our product, it’s about our 
results.  Creating just to create wastes 
your time and money.  Let us create a 
spark behind your brand that will feed 
the fire for your success!

AUTO GLASS REPAIR - REPLACE
Adventure Auto Glass
7777 Florentine Rd

Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

Phone: 928-775-9898

Website: www.adventureautoglass.com

Contact: Beth Staub

Adventure Auto Glass is an automotive 
glass installation and windshield repair 
facility.  We are a socially responsible, 
locally owned/operated company and 
have been in business since 2005.

INSURANCE
Farmers Insurance - Andrew T. 
Allwein
1781 E. Highway 69 Ste. 3

Prescott, AZ 86303

Phone: 928-717-8881

Website:  
www.farmersagent.com/aallwein

Contact: Andrew Allwein

ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS
Senescense, LLC
4429 N. Sheridan Ln

Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

Phone: 928-277-7215

Website: www.senescenselively.com

Contact: Samuel Francke

We sell lively smart watch, a personal 
emergency response system like nothing 
else.  Not only are these new safety 
watches stylish and easy to use, they 
have a proven track record of improving 
and saving lives.

ENTERTAINMENT
Prescott Pete’s
Prescott, AZ 86305

Phone: 928-899-9410

Website: www.prescottpetes.com

Contact: Pete Fowler

Our 24-foot mobile shooting gallery 
features a Prescott saloon with animated 
characters Bucky O’Neill and Virgil Earp 
taunting passersby to show ‘em “what 
ya got.”  Eight pistol and rifle stations 
shoot lasers at targets that crash, 
explode and spray water.  Available for 
your special event starting late fall 2015.  
See our website at: www.prescottpetes.
com.

GOLF COURSE - PUBLIC
Prescott Golf & Country Club
1030 Prescott Country Club Blvd

Dewey, AZ 86327

Phone: 928-772-8984

Website: www.prescottgolf.net

Contact: Alexandra McDade

The course not only offers breathtaking 
views, but also fast bent grass greens 
and lush tree lined fairways.  This course 
has the perfect ingredients for you to 
enjoy your best round of golf ever!

REAL ESTATE - DEVELOPERS
The Dells Prescott
3280 Dells Ranch Rd

Prescott, AZ 86301

Phone: 928-754-0297

Website:  
www.thedellsprescott.com/contact-2/

Contact: Mike Fann

The Granite Dells rugged beauty and 
dramatic rock shapes are the perfect 
backdrop of our new master planned 
community called The Dells. Centrally 
located in the heart of the Quad Cities, 
in Prescott, Arizona, you’ll discover new 
homes of glass, stone and wood forged 
in the Contemporary Ranch design!

TOURS
Welcome Wagon Tours  
of Northern AZ
1855 N Liana Dr

Chino Valle , AZ 86323

Phone: 928-227-7948

Website: www.prescott.org

Contact: Laura Flood

As an Arizona native I love sharing the 
gems of Prescott and Northern Arizona.  
It’s your orchestrated tour!  I will supply 
a gift basket, history, maps, and capture 
your visit in a few pictures!

WILD BIRD STORE
Jay’s Bird Barn
1046 Willow Creek Rd Ste 105

Prescott, AZ 86301

Phone: 928-443-5900

Website: www.JaysBirdBarn.com

Contact: Eric Moore

We carry an incredible collection of bird 
feeders, bird houses, and a wide variety 
of quality bird seed blends and bird feed 
products such as suet, quail blocks and 
seed bells. Plus, see our great selection 
of binoculars.
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new members
LODGING VACATION RENTALS
Marina St
327 S Marina St

Prescott, AZ 86303

Phone: 928-232-0602

Contact: Carrie Williams

This charming two story 1939 home is 
located in the heart of Prescott’s Historic 
District.  Rent this beautiful home.  Walk 
to Whiskey Row and the Courthouse 
Square!  BBQ on the front balcony 
overlooking Thumb Butte!

BOUTIQUE STORE
Fancy That!
124 S. Granite #A

Prescott, AZ 86303

Phone: 928-445-1883

Contact: Sara Murray

Since 1985 we have been offering 
great jewelry, women’s clothing, and 
accessories.  Stop by our store to see 
our new items!

LOG CABIN REPAIR/UPKEEP
Creative Finishing Services
P.O. Box 70

Mayer, AZ 86333

Phone: 928-925-3602

Contact: Paula Landis

We service, paint, and maintain log 
cabins.

  

www.prescott.org • 5

Tim Graham and his wife Gayle own Whispering Pines 
Bed & Breakfast, 3061 W. Tree Tops Tr.  This beautiful B&B 
inspires you to forget your daily routines and life’s hectic pace.  
Whispering Pines promises you a memorable stay!  “We’re 
close to heaven and just eight minutes from downtown.”  You’ll 
see Tim at most of the ribbon cutting ceremonies.

Bob Shanks served 31 years in the U. S. Air Force starting 
out as an enlisted photo journalist.  After his commissioning 
he then served as an intelligence analyst.  He received his BA, 
MS and PhD degrees from the University of Nebraska.  He 
served in seven major commands before joining the Air War 
College faculty.  Bob is now an adjunct professor at Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.

Meet 
the Chamber Ambassadors

Each month, we profile two members of the Chamber Ambassadors—the good-will arm of the Chamber.  Ambassadors attend 
ribbon-cuttings and assist at Chamber events such as the monthly mixers.  If you are interested in being an Ambassador, call 
Neal Sneller at the Chamber, 445-2000.

This month’s highlighted Ambassadors are:

www.prescott.org
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Maximize Your Internet Exposure By Neal Sneller, Membership Director

 Did you know roughly sixty percent of all Internet traffic is accessed from a mobile phone? Earlier this year, the search 
engine giant Google announced they would penalize non-mobile friendly websites.  What impact does this have on your 
business?  If your business doesn’t have a mobile-friendly website, consumers will have a more difficult time finding you on 
Google.  One of the benefits of your Prescott Chamber membership is access to a free, mobile-friendly website called Traffic 
Catcher Site (TCS).  This is a powerful Internet visibility tool included in your membership investment!  I’ve heard from several 
local businesses that they receive the most amount of web traffic from their Traffic Catcher Site! 

 If you have not already set-up your Traffic Catcher Site you are missing out on additional exposure and Internet traffic!  Call 
or email me to receive the how-to instructions to setup your TCS page!  Or simply log-in to your Chamber profile via Prescott.
org, scroll down then click “request TCS setup” to initialize setup.  The Traffic Catcher Site helps your organization be found on 
the digital landscape!  Call or email me at 445-2000 (ext.116), Neal@prescott.org.

By the way, the Prescott Chamber’s website is now mobile-friendly!

Doug Arthur of Better Deal Printing has been awarded the 
Bachelor of Advertising Specialty Information (BASI) from the 
Advertising Specialty Institute.  BASI holders are recognized 
as industry experts who have the knowledge to thoroughly 
understand and navigate the promotional products 
marketplace profitably.  To date, there have been more than 
550 graduates of the BASI program.  

Shawn Powers, owner of Allegra Marketing, Print, Mail in 
Prescott recently received the Bronze Star Award from the 
Alliance Franchise Brands network, recognizing his record-
breaking sales achievement.  Allegra is locally owned and 
operated.  

Chapel Rock Camp and 
Conference Center announced 
plans to build a Little League 
size baseball field on their 
campus.  The project also 
includes a soccer field, pavilion 
and other related facilities.  
Baseball Hall-of-Famer “Fergie” 

Jenkins was on hand for the public announcement of the 
building plans Sept. 9th and will be the honorary chairman 
of the fundraising campaign.  Former pitcher Buddy Schultz 
(Cubs and Cardinals) will serve as the project manager.  Both 
Jenkins and Schultz live in the Phoenix area.  

member news

 Earlier this year, Prescott’s Elisabeth Ruffner joined Justice Sandra Day O’Connor as the first two “Living Legacies” 
inducted into the Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame.  Now, the search is on for more Living Legacies.  It’s nomination time for next 
year’s awardees.  If you know of someone who is a “woman of excellence” in Arizona business, public service or volunteerism, 
take a few minutes to nominate them.

 Nomination forms are available on the Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame website, www.azwhf.org/inductions/living-legacies/.  
All nominations must be in by October 30.  The women selected will be honored March 25, 2016 in Scottsdale.  A total of 95 
women have been inducted into the Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame, but this past year was the first time that Living Legacies 
were selected and inducted.  Sharlot Hall Museum is one of the sponsors of the Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame.

Searching for 
Living Legacies

www.prescott.org
Prescott.org
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Realty One Mountain Desert Group celebrated their official grand 

opening Friday, Aug. 21 with a reception and open house.  Owner 

Daniel Collins and Office Manager Diane Clarke are pictured cutting 

the ribbon alongside the Realty One team.  Visit their new office at 

100 E Sheldon Street, Suite #200.
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Verde Valley Wine Trip  
Coming October 9th

 You’re invited to a day of wine!  The Chamber Ambassadors are sponsoring their 4th annual, one-day wine trip to the Verde 
Valley.  Join the fun!  Don’t worry about driving!  Travel on a motorcoach leaving at 8:30 am from the Walmart parking lot on 
State Route 69 with stops in Clarkdale at Yavapai College’s Southwest Wine Center, lunch in Old Town Cottonwood, then tasting 
stops at Alcantara Vineyards and Page Springs Cellars.  The bus returns to Prescott between 5:30 pm - 6:00 pm. 

 The cost to go on the one-day trip is $35 per person.  Lunch cost and wine tasting costs are up to each person.  Whether 
you want to sample a variety of wines or simply go to enjoy the friendships, you are welcome on the trip.  

 The trip is limited to 45 persons, so make your reservation now!  Call Laura Warne at the Prescott Chamber to make your 
reservation.  445-2000, ext. 114.

Prescott Winery opened a tasting room at 216 N. Alarcon St. and 

had a ribbon-cutting Sept. 4 as part of their opening weekend 

festivities.  Owner Bill Smoot is shown cutting the ribbon with 

general manager Lisa Russell to his left.  Prescott Winery is open 

Fridays and Saturdays from 1:00 pm – 8:00 pm, and Sundays from 

12:00 pm – 5:00 pm.  Their website is www.prescottwinery.com.

RDO Equipment Co. celebrated their Sept. 17 open house with 

a ribbon cutting ceremony! RDO Equipment Co. is a worldwide 

equipment company that remains family-owned! The Prescott 

location is your one-stop solution for all John Deere construction, 

commercial and consumer products. Visit the showroom at 1091 

Commerce Dr. Store Manager Adam Spade is pictured cutting the 

ribbon alongside the RDO team and Chamber Ambassadors.

Home Care Assistance held a ribbon-cutting Sept. 3 for their new 

business.  The company provides skilled caregivers for older adults 

in the comfort of their own home.  They are located at 377 N. 

Montezuma St., Suite 110 (near Staples).  Call them at 771-0105 or 

read more on their website, HomeCareAssistancePrescott.com.

Ribbon
Cuttings

Prescott Chamber of Commerce Group Discount Offer
MannheiM SteaMroller ChriStMaS by ChiP DaviS • FriDay, DeC 4, 2015  7:30PM
 The Prescott Valley Event Center would like to extend a special group rate discount for all members of the 
Prescott Chamber of Commerce. Members will be able to buy tickets online or at the arena box office for the Dec 4th 
Mannheim Steamroller by Chip Davis event at the group rate. No minimum purchase is required. Their Promo Code is  
“PRESCOTTCHAMBER” The direct link is www.prescottvalleyeventcenter.com/events/details/254-mannheim-steamroller and 
they just need to click on the button that says buy tickets using a discount promo code.
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